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It is somewhat amusing to read the various and
contradictory prophecies concerning the probable
event of the contest now going on between the iu Al-

lies " on one side and Russia on the other side,

t':AC':,:'4ri...Pg of Congress, y.js
Washington , Dec. 18 The Senate was occupied

to-da- y in discussing the bill proposing the appoint-
ment of an Assistant District Attorney of, the United
States. - :i.V,'; .f". ,

In the House, while the Military Academy bill was
under consideration, Mr. Barney denounced the Know
Nothings, and was replied to by Mr. Banks, defend-
ing the rights of secret associations. A bill to build
six sloops-of-w- ar was also introduced Mr. ('ling-ma- n

proposed to introduce his joint resolution offer-
ing the meditation of the United States to the Euro-
pean powers, which was objected to.

Snow Storm.
Washington, Dec. 18. It is snowing here io-da- y,

and at Philadelphia, New York, and as far east as
Portland.

New York, Dec. 18. The Hudson River is frozen
over, and teams are crossing over on the ice at Cas- -

jr; introduced resolutions in relation to the
history of North Carolina, the object being the collec- -

lion of documentary evidence, fhrowinglight upon the
facts of the early history of the Cte.
- Mr, Haughton made a long speech in favor of a

'
convention.

In the House. Mr. Vance, from the Committee on
Education, made a minority report in favor of the dis-

tribution of the School Fund, on the White basis, in
opposition to the majority report submitted the day
before, by Mr. Williams, against such distribution.

Mr. J. B. Bynum, from the committee on Constitu-
tional Reform, submitted an amendment to. the bill
providing for the election of Judges by the people.
The amendment provides that Judges of the Supreme
Court be elected for the terra of ten years, and those
of Superior Courts, eight years.

The bill incorporating the Cheraw and Concord

Rail Road, on its second reading was made the order

for Thursday next.
Mr. McMillan, introduced a bill to incorporate the

Grand Royal Arch Chapter of N. C.
In the Senate on Monday the 18th inst., a message

was received from the House of Commons proposing
to raise a joint committee of three from the Houe
and two from the Senate, to whom should be refer
red the invitation of the citizens of Wilmington.
Concurred in.

On motion of Mr Fennell, the bill to incorporate
tbe Banks of Wilmington was withdrawn

Mr.Tayloe, introduced a bill to incorporate the
Bank of Washington. Referred to committee on
Banks

The special order being the resolution in relation
to dividing the State into nine judicial circuits was
taken up. On motion of Mr. Walker, "nine" was
stricken out and "e;ghtv inserted; and on further
motion of Mr. Graham, a message was sent to the
House of Commons, proposing to raise a joint com-

mittee of five, from each house, to take the matter un-

der consideration.
Mr Thomas, of Jackson, introduced a bill to re-

quire Railroad Companies to fence their tracks Re-

ferred to Committee on Propositions and Grievances.
The bill to incorporate Union Academy in New

Hanover County, was takon up and passed its third
reading.

Several bills were read a third time ana passed
to me tumor .r tins paper, were nurneu io ueam m
the kitchen on Ins plantation in Richmond county,
on Thursday evening of!at week : and the occurrence
was the more affliciu-- g to lam because, by proper
precaution, it might have been prevented. He had

heft stiict injunctions that the children should not,
under any circumstances, be suffered to remain a
single moment without some person with them, able
to take care of them, in case of fire or other emergen-diecuslio- n

cy. In disregard of his instruction the nure who
bad charge of them was sent off in the evening ct

gether with a small boy, while the hands were at
h' distance at work, todrivoup tbe cattle leaving
six ehildren under Jive years of age m the house. The
smoke was soon discovered ; but before relief could
be brought the roof ot the house fell in, consuming
rive of the children ! 'I he eldest had made his escape,

"It is hoped that this calamity may be a caution to

he comes out for the Know.Noth.ng,or pretty nearly
so. The Commodore would like exceedingly to be ,

President. ' Ke has a soul above buttons and is tired of j

being confined to the State of Camden and Amboy,"

in which his wealth gives him considerable influence.

The Commodore don't like the Administration; and

by the way, he seems to have a , standing grudge

against Cabinets. Some years ago he enveigled

President Tyler and Cabinet on board the Princeton

and exhibited the beauties of his pace-make- r

the majority of said Cabinet into the smallest

sort of pieces. A dangerous man is Commodore

Stockton, and yet a funny man too. Sometime since

the Commodore got into the. United States Senate and

therein did become eloquent upon the bill to abolish

flogging in the Navy a horrid thing was flogging in

the Navy in the opinion of Commodore Stockton a

brutal thing. Mr. Mallory, senator trom londa?

not happening to have as strong a taste for eloquence

and the fine arts as be ought to have had, put a

strange damper upon the eloquent Commodore he

got hold of the punishment-rol- l of the Commodore's
own ship during his last cruise, and showed that it
exhibited the largest number of stripes inflicted upon

the same number of men during an equal period of

time, in tbe history of the Navy. Those who believ-

ed in the Commodore's sincerity after this expose

were wry few very few indeed.

The Commodore thought anti-fioggin- g popular, and

he talked anti-floggin- g while he flogged like thunder.
He thinks Know-Nothinftis- m popular and he talks
Know-Nothingis- but he won't be President for all

that.
From the Herald.

Whiteville, N. C, Dec. 15,1854.
Mr. Burr : A friend of mine has just pointed out to me

a paragraph in the Journal of the 8th Dec, stating that some
time past he heard several complaints trom his subscribers
at Little Kiver, S. C, of the non-arriv- al of their papers in
time, &c , and that he was assured that they were regularly
dispatched from the Post Office at Wilmington; also that he
was informed by the Route Agenti on the Manchester Itoad
that they were regularly put off at WTiitevi'le, and that the
difficulty lay between that point and Little Kiver. But, the
Editors of the Journal were very modest; after cabling insin-
uations, theygav. "tVhcn or with whom, we do not know.
We do know, however, that it is a matter of some moment to
us," and .o it is to me. And I know, that for the past
year, 1 have had to write half-a-doz- letters to the Editors
of the Journal, requesting them to send their papers to their
regular subscribers. Perhaps some of his subscribers at Lit-t- h

River have been doing the same thing, and they want to
lay the blame ou eome Post Master; but, being in possession
of the above facts, and can prove thitn. 1 have no disposition
to wear the cap. Though the Mail for Little River leaves
this point every Saturday morning, and though the Editors
are doubtful about our sending their papers to their point of
destination, yet. we will graut them the privilege of inspec-
ting the office after the departure of the Mail; then they can
tell if they will go straight or not. If the subscriber at Lit-
tle liiver will call on mt, I can assure him that the fault is
not with me. K. C. CHISHOLM , P. M.

If Mr. Chisholm or his friend had taken the trou-

ble to read the two paragraphs of which the arti-

cle in the Journal of the Sth inet. consists, he might
have saved himself the trouble of figuring as a news- -

paper crrrespondent. He would have seen that ihe

last reads as follows : j

We have ju.t herd from a gentleman f, on,
Little Kiver, that the difficulty w now with the pa- -

pers and letters trom New Yors and not with those
from Wilmington which go straight enough since the j

new arrangement has got faiHy under way. For th
me iorinern omce is aione to oiame. etc., eu-.- .

I

It might be better to look whether there is a cap j

to be worn before seizing upon an imaginary garment j

of that class. As for Mr. Chisholm's talk about his let- - j

ters requesting us to send papers to regular subscribers j

i.i -- :.u . ..: .: uk A Ancuupieu nii uii ma iiuciuuu tuai vc uu uui u

need say i.o more than that we have never missed a j

a regular issue of our paper since its establishment, j

nor faileii to mail it regularly to our subscribers
it - 4 u i il. f...u..........v ii Mil ii iinpu ii n i vfa:i f ii i Pin i i p- iii n. i w mil. 1111 im. iiiui i

we shall always try to hnd whose it is, no matter who
is dissatisfied by our doing so. Of course, in doing j

so it is matter both of interest and feeling with us to j

avoil doing injustice or giving unnecessary offence to

any one. t

The following is the reply to the invitation ten - ;

dered to the Legislature to visit this place during the
Holidavs:

KALE;GH,Dec.l9.1S54. j,n .JL A 1 O Li 1. J. a l t, UllU.IOIglUUj KCXIIg Ui

joint Select Committee of both Houses of the General As- -

seinbly, to take into consideration the invitation extended
by you, on behalf of the citizens of Wilmington, to visit
your cit, during the approaching Christmas hoPdays, take
pleasure in informmg you that we are authorized, by a joint
resolution of both Ileuses, to express our acceptance of the j

same. We are further authorized to express the thanks of
the Legislature for the hospitality whieh prompted th& invi-tutio- n,

!

nnd to say that as many as can possibly make it con-

venient
i

to be with you, will take pleasure in doing so. We
contemplate leaving for your place on Saturday morning
next. With great respect,

Z. B. VANCE,
THOS. SETTLE, Jr.,

j

T. II. WILLIAMS,
T.J. MORPJSSEY,
T. I. FAISON.

mencans feels so much delight in ,efc

is associated with th. nmnl.. .,3 ",e,r.NT. n
martial recollections, in the infa,'n8piri"8
country ,t gave rich promise of J futrey
we were maintaing.ng a fierce strugel- - fr h'lt

.
ianu,

. .
we

. I.
nau armed. . vessels at sea, whirfc 1 ,f.ne

tne most lermc oada, never hesitated to ?
ga"

joinw.m hjc e.uip ui uie mignuest naval power
world has ever seen. Something Wft. t, .

icl tiu
the American Revolution of the remarkable"
of Americans for maritime enterprise .j .u'N-f-

or

ing energy and courage of their whalers lui'Tfrom the lips of Burke one of the most elonl dra

egyncs ever heard within the British Hoa?B JP'
mons. The war of the Revolution proved h

0lIW

seamanship and heroism 'displayed in ,w
fisheries, could be made available in naval
TJie exp'oits of Paul Jones in the British wC,mbit.
tonished and appalled the whole British PThe Americans gave evidence then of their
to become a great naval power. CaPacitj

Scarcely was the war of the Revolution c
wnen we had a h2ht brush witV. s,,.. VMI"eiTf .i:j
last long, but long enough again to display th

01

liar talent of our people for fighting efficiently
j C8'

water,"and to show that in naval warfare ?nsali

can ship was equal to two Frenchmen.
one

Ai-Bu-t

it was reserved to the last war withBritain to add a signal and crowning lory to tU
g,ret

val arm of America. At the beginning of ,k
our srovernment had hut litil frnfi.l.,. . far,

D- - v..uuciite in the a ,.

ty of our seamen and ships to encounter the
cent vessels and the war-wor- n veterans of T"
deep and caused her flag to flutter in victory
ery sea. Our gallant officers were compelled to?fT'
and importune the government to permit them tto sea No sooner was the permission Kiven tJ
they were off, like an arro from the bended bow
almost before our timid counrellors at ii, .'arij- - - - - - - v i ii rj ,vm
ernment were able to recover from their cnnctl. SOt'

at the idea of disputing the British power
own element, the cannon of American ships

0" "

thundering victory into their astonished ears
the beginning to the end of the war, it ere wasa'0?

naval triumphs. It was conidered as much a
18111

ter of cause that an American ship shon'i
quer a British vessel whenever she met hJ
it formerly was in Great Britain that an English sh
should whip a Frenchman. The American nnhr
considered themselves imposed upon, and shamefuif
treated, if an American vessel, no matter what i

enma ! . 1 1 nrt i t o r a tl.fi tr a r. mA n Ani.. 1 -
PUIIJU l.llLuui?iau.u UHUAtlicu vl I rotundline Qe'

of exultation in British blasts'.
Since the war with England, our only rivalry

lie ui jmij uiiici ui me girai powers oi tjUropa i
been commercial rivalry. We have distanced the
all, iave England, and are now second only to her
a commercial nation. In the construction of shim

surpassed even Great Britain. Our ocean steatneri
and clipper built vessels have furnished her moJA
which she has been happy to imitate. Hut, gtranj.
to say, with this mighty growth and expam
of our commerce, there has been no increase of ihear,
upon which it would be entirely dependent for secun,
in time of war. Our commerce in point of font.

and unprotected as it is,,bolds out a strong template
o me cupiuiiy unu aggressive spirit ot nation? which

have but little commerce and a larirenavv Xntni.
has no effort been male to increase our Navr (ml

unui iaieiy, none oi inose vaiuaoie improvfmeiiti
have been introduced in it which have been adopted
with such immense effect by the naval powers or" thg

old world. We hope the present Congress will
to the indispensable importance of building op

the naval power of America, and making it worthy
of its glorious past, capable of a stiii more plorioia

future, and commensurate with the commercial s-

ecurity of the country. Richmond Despatch.

Tbe English, and French Alliance.
Col. Webb.lof the New York Courier and Enquirer,

who has just returnded from Europe writes :

"Although thus far the English army, with lea

than half tne strength of the French, has been com.

peiled to do nearly all the fighting, incurred the

greatest exposure, and won nearly all the gloryof
the campaign, there can be no reasonable! doubt

mat in an emergency tne I reiicti will nobly and

gallantly do their duty. The English public are

getting somewnai restive under the onerauon of
present alliance with France, and it admits of no

doubt but that alliance is destined to be of much

shorter duration than the press affec's to believe.

John Bull is made to stand the b'unt of the

fight, and to receive all the hard blows, while

France claims equal honor and ciedit from bi't!

in which the best blood of England is made tofluvrlilt?

water while her ally is content with exposing to thefire

of the enemy a few of her African nuerilatf. The Egl sh

press feel with the people on this subjeci: but they alsc

leel that, in the present position rf European atton

every sacrifice of feeling must be tamely submitted to,

raiher than incur the risk of a bruh with France-Shou- ld

the death of Louis Napoleon, or the wily d-

iplomacy of Russia, succeed in breaking up thai al-

liance, the position of England would be fVarful in to

extreme; and then al! classes in that country would

feel the wisdom of those among her statesmen vfef

now openly proclaim lhat Ihe most nfccssary aewri

as the most natural policy of Kngland, is to buililn;

the closest possible alliance u iih i he United States.'

The Cunard Link of s A stiitemeaj

made by S. S. Lewis, agent of the CunurJ line ui

steamships, that 50,000 passengers had been carried

by that line, not one of whom had been lost or injured,

has attracted considerable attention. The Mlovnaj

is a copy of the statement which was made before till

coroner's jury in the case of ihe disaster to the Oum

at Boston. The immunity from danger which iw

attended the passengers by the Cunard lineis certai-

nly wonderful, and affords the strongest possible ft

dence of the care and caution with winch this li

has been managed : ,

" Mr. Lewis stated that the line between Liverpsa

and Boston had been in operation fourteen and a m

years next January. The first ship of tbe line, tw

Britannia, sailed from Liverpool. 4th July,
7,000 passages across the ocean, of 3,001) miles

been made; upwards of 50,000 passengerM"

about the same number of their own people,

been carried; that two steamers had been cunsumi

at sea during that period, and that not a single

senger had, to his knowledge, been harmed, nor

pound of baggage lost, by the dangers of the Mi"

That in 1840, the year the steamers commenced n

ning, the whole amount of imports into Boston,

toro;gn vessels, was about $600,000 ; last yer,
the imnortations in foreign vessels. $1 7,000 000. J

increase yearly had been enormous the greS'

1 .1 . I.q.I romeM1
fllUUUUlJ U1UIC 111U.II IHU IllliUI,

steamers of this line; there had been nolos ol e

go, and only one average of $8,000 to S10.;
fnr hniilinrr trio PomKrio fmm nff f!nT)C vOfl- -

Lewis said he did not boastingly make tlii st'61

the line had been peculiarly fortunate-but- ne

o show th
of the ships had certainly not been reckless,
llRPil a nmnor Aacrraa nf an linn nnrl care for ID' r

i . . i . .i . inssengeri anu lreignt entrusted to mew.
ment is made in regard to the Boston mu - ,

it l- - ... i ii:. tipen fQu

icw x vriL sieainero oi unit line u,t
fotunate."

Gold in Vermont. A bona fiJe discovery of

1. i .u- - nnrt of Sto'
uaa .eceuiiy oeen maae in uie eouiu r" ...
about a mile from the norlheinly line of a

Tbe Freeman says the discovery was made J

ing in a brook. Having bought the farm,

known bis discovery, dug and washed out (
quantity from the banks, and permitting " fBjrf

do the same as a matter of curiosity- - One p

earth produced thirty-seve- n cents wortnoi s

owner thinks from the few experiments be d

that the rich as tndiggings will prove as ththat"'gg'igs in uaiirornia. it is aiso ,

tbe w19

town, by another returned Californian on

stream coming from Mansfield mountain- - .
nBurlington Free

u.
' f.llAwin!? It--, t ti

tim copy of the proclamation with whic

sheriS of Colusa county, California, closed

court a while since : ..vifltbe
. "OjieztOyezfOya.'.'-- n hfZM
district court in and for the county Lolettd
adjourned until tbe next regular term- -"

19tb

commence over the Colusa course on l"hinsetiJ
any Rentleman in this crowd who fl4"ers

1
(otsW

be has an animal that can beat my horse

dash of a mile, may then aDdthe0" ;L(bT
sa d, by trotting out the aioreba.u Cr

upjurtuuujr i mu a

.HUivM, S. C FlUDAV. DEC. 33, 1834.

, .", Tb "Hard Timet."
At tho battle of Thrasymeno. we think it wa,that

b tl partie became so exc'iel as not to notice the
fhock of nn earthquake, which happened at the same

tim. The preset hurJ time" operate in some-

thing like the same way. It '19 almost New Year,

,ond m Comroiwifners' election i at hand, and nobody

seem to cure ever body is thinking of the "hard
tinica." H it were an earthquake instead of an eler-t'.o- n,

it would have a slim showing against M hard

times M"-- it wou'd be forgotten in a week, unless to

It cited as one of the thing? ag2ravatingtthe pres-

sure, nnd making the hard times" harder; it would

fubeide into a mere accessory of the u hard times."

The papers that bad some eight tickets for Commis-Moner- s,

last year, this year are ticketless. Ve don't

k no-- s how it is with the Kr.ow-Noihing- s, hut "the

nst of mankind" are thinking of the hard times."

There, therefore, seems to be no question of the re-a'it- y

of the pressu;e, nor that its effects pervade the

whole community. For its existence various cause

have been assigned. ar.d many, if not most of them, as

vide of the mark as such speculations usual'y are
An examination of the facts of the case shows that

tl c supposition of the pressure having its origin in

the drain of specie from the country, is expressly con-

tradicted by these facts. A regular table of the
pnid received from California, and exported from New

York, for each wrek during the years 1853 and 1854,

publibhed in the United States Economiet, shows the
amount thus received, in 1853. to have been $55,107,-CC- O

the exports, $25 G59,783, leaving a balance re-

ceived, over that exported, of $29,457,877. The re-ci- p

s for 1854, from the same tource, have been $47,-8G5:02- -I,

exports, $39.92 1,269, balance in favor of re-

ceipts, $7,943,755. These returns do not include

sjecie bi ought in the hands of passengers from Cali-

fornia, nor received at other ports than New York,

nor brought by emigrants, which would far overbal-

ance the exports not reported, or made from other

points than Nw York, and considerably swell the

b.ilance remaining in the country. Enough is shown,

however, to make it apparent that the pressure is

not owing to a decrease in the amount of specie in

the country, which exceedswhat it was in the begin-

ning of 1853, by nearly forty millions, and the begin-

ning of 1854 by nearly eight millions. The heaviest

exports were during the months of August, Septem-

ber and October, averaging nearly a million and a

. quarter per week. The expotts declined steadily du

ring November, and have almost ceased during

the present month, being as follows : Week end-

ing Deo. 4th, $290,703 ; Dec. lllh, $5,000; Dec.

18th, $100,000; since the closing of the table in the

Economist there has been a shipment of $25,000, and

a receipt of over $800,000, making a shipment in Dec.

of less than half a million, and a receipt of nearly

three rr iilions. The rate of sterling exchange shows

that th ,alance of trade exhibited against us in the
.fficial report of imports and exports for the fiscal

year ending June 30th, 1854, must have been ad-

justed, since bills on England are now at a rate which
renders the shipment of specie to that country a com-merci- al

impossibility. Sterling bills are quoted at 6i
to 8J. the " par of exchange" being about 94. We

have, then, the facts before us, of an increase of spe-

cie in the country, of a foreign exchange in our favor,

of a suspension of exports of specie, while the receipts

of gold continue large. Neither can the pressure be

attributed to the locking up of gol J in the U. S. Trea-

sury, for the amount in the various depositaries is
rather less, if anything, than at the times of the great- -

si plcntiness of money, and the most remarkable
case in tho maiket.

If the stringency and general distress in Commer-

cial circle is neither crmti d by a decrease of specie,

nor the pressure of a foreign commercial debt, it

might be worth while to consider what :t is created
by. an 1 the solution of the question is found in the

comparative failure of crop, with the consequent
high pr'n-- e of food in all the great markets

if the w.h Id, it being a law of trade that a continued
high iat.- - for f.ioj pro luces 11 reduced consumption of
nil i tber ttOd,:nid f course at reduced prices. The
short crcp of the present year has been equivalent to a

Ion of hundreds of n.il ions to the country. Large as

the losses by hip wreck, fire and other disasters have
been. th-- y have borne a small proportion to this im-

mense diaw back. Under thp operation of this state
of affji rs, the great staples of the South, which enter
mainly into commerce, have steadily receded; and this
recession dates from the time when the shortness of
the food crop anJ the certainty of a continued Eu-

ropean demand was definitely ascertained. Mercan-

tile speculations predicated upon n rise in manufac-lure- d

goods, or the raw materials out of which these
good.- - are made, have proved disastrous, and debts

contracted, the payment ol which was contingent up-

on the success of such speculations, cannot be met.

Hence heavy failuies have resulted, and must con-

tinue to result. We cannot indulge the hope that

the bottom has yet been icached, although a favora-

ble reaction, to some extent at least, may be looked

for in the Spring.
But where is the money ? With flour at $8 to $10

n barrel, and everything else in proportion, and all

the great lines from the west crowded with produce

to be sold at these rates, need we ask the question ?

.The drain of specie from the Atlantic cities is mainly

for transmission to the West and North-Wes- t,

whence it will not return into the channels of trade

for tome lime. The failure of the western Free

Hanks has created a vacuum in the circulation

which must mainly be filled by specie, and that sec-

tion being the creditor section it goes there.
Of course the notorious extravagance in living

the over-investme- nt in unproductive works, the un-

due extensions of credits, and the war in Europe,

have borne an important part in producing the pre-

sents Ute of things, and of course, also, the curtail-

ment of expenses, the decreased exports of specie,

with the continued receipts from California, together

with the fact that comparatively little capital will,

for some time be diverted from the regular channels

of trade, for permanent investment in railroads, must

and will produce an easier money market, at no dis-

tant period, and enable all who are not already in-

volved, to weather the storm, and even admit of a
more liberal policy on the part of the banks, still we

cannot look for any permanent rise in the value of
goods, or great increase in the activity of business

until the.result of another food crop 6hall have been

known. We may look for healthier and easier but

not more buoyant times. How the laboring, hand-to-mout- h

population of the great Northern Cities will
' get through the winter is a painful question, as

also what will become of the thousands of laborers
thrown out of employment by the supension of oper-

ations upon nearly all of the uncompleted Railroads.

The steamer Cahawb a arrived at New York on the
IT th with Havana dates to the 12th. A Spanish war
steamer arrived at Havana on the 8th with Capt. Mc-Cullo- cl.

mate, and four men belonging to the Ameri-

can Schooner, J. G. White, which was captured a
few weeks since at Baraeoa, having arms and muni-

tions of war on board. The steamer had the schoon-cri- n

tow. .The prisoners were sent to . jail to await
their trial. Another account states that tho Captain
of th chooner U oonfined on board, and that the
erevr has been set at liberty.

J

said prophecies being neither more nor less than ex-

pressions of the wishes of the several prophets. Gen.
James Watson Webb, the great rejected for a foreign
mission, thinks that the Allies are invincible4--"somebo- dy

e'sc thinks the aforesaid Allies are no great
things after all, while the truth seems to be that tbe
Allied armies, officers and men, fight as hard and as
gallantly as men ever fought their conduct, as sol-

diers is above all praise, but that, at the same time,
the Allied Governments are beneath contempt and
unworthy of the support of such troops as they have
sent to be cut off uselessly and aimlessly at Sebasto-pol- .

Torrents of the best and bravest blood of Eng-

land and France have been poured out without even a

reasonable chance of success. Men have been sent
to almost certain death in just sufficient numbers to
fight battles, but to reap no fruits of victory. The
world has seldom witnessed a more ridiculous farce

than is presented in the attempt of the Allies with

fifty or sixty thousand effective men to cairy on a

seige against a fortress almost of the first class, de-

fended by nearly as many men inside and more out-

side than tho besiegers can muster, a fortress which

tbey have never been able to invest, and which they
dare not storm if tbe breach was open for them to
morrow. Our sympathy alone for the gallant men
in the Crimea, prevents our wishing that the Russians
might cut off the French and English armies to a man.

The time has come of which the beautiful olighar-ch- y

which rules England and oppresses Ireland, was
warned, when the system of ; eviction" was in full

sway, when men were turned out to make way for

sheep, and the roof? of the humble dwellings which
had sheltered themselves and families, were stripped
from over their heads. They have driven from them
the strong arms and bold hearts that had borne their
standard in many a bloody field, and would have
borne it again that " bold peasantry," for which the
miserable weavers of Spitalfield, or the attenuated op-

eratives, from Manchester, make a poor substitute.
It seems but yesterday that the London Times rejoiced
over the loss of Irish population, by starvation or the
" exodus to day, in its bitter need, the Government
feels its weakness and its loss. Injustice and cruelty
work out their own punishment, even in the case of
nations, and the time is inevitably approaching,
if it be not now at hand, that will see

The dcsolator desolate ;

The victor overthrown ;

The arbiter of others' fate,
A suppliant for her own.

And France, too, with her best Generals and ablest
men in exile, all of purity that the nation contains,
proscribed or standing aloof from the public councils

what real strength has her Government 1

Does the cold-blood- tyrant, who owes his throne
to deliberate perjury, deserve to be saved by the he-

roic exertions of such troops as he has sent to the
Crimea? Are his instruments in that perjured usur- -

pation the men to lead 6uch troops to victory? And
yet, whom else has he? Who was St. Arnaud? who
isCanrobert? And these are the immaculate allies
who take upon themselves to teach tho United States
what is right! to lecture us about Filibustering!

As for Russia and Turkey we see little difference.
If there be any good in either of them it is exception-
al. Grinding and irresponsible despotisims, both of
them stained with cruelty and fanaticism they are
a pretty pair to waste sympathy oh. Again we re-

peat, but for the gallant fellows whom a mistaken
sense of duty has carried to the Crimea, we would
not feel the least hesitation in wishing every bayonet
of the English and French army in the Black Sea,
and the Russians after them.

What will be the result? If either Austria or
Prussia sides with Russia, the game is tip If France
and England fall out, the game is up with England
she is a second-rat- e power. No matter uhu t comes
she will be crippled she must lose and cannot gain

The Commeiciiil mid the Know Nothings.
We 41 don't know " whether the Editor of the Com-

mercial belongs to the above order or not, nor do we
much care he, at leaBt, assumes the advocacy of
iheir cause upon all occasion, and t.ikes every le-mn- rk

made in regard 10 the order, as though applied
to himself. That, also, he has a perfect right to do.
if he chooses he ought to understand his own posi-

tion, for, if he don't, we feel certain that nobody else
does. We beg him, however, in the excess of his
zeal, to avoid doing us injustice, and misrepresenting
our meaning. As for instance, the Commercial siys,
in an article in that paper of Saturday last, that the
expression, " lawful citizens," as used by us, " means
the Roman Catholics, or it means nothing," and fur-

ther goes on to talk about the word "lawful," as
though we had used the word law-abiding- ," or some-

thing like it. Now we must be permitted to say that
all this is putting a totally wrong interpretation up
on our words. We uced the term "lawful citizens"

! in its plain and obvious sense as applied to citizens
occupying that position in plain accordance with the
laws of the land, and the editor of the Commercial
must know that we care nothing about Sectarian dis-

tinctions among citizens, and certainly nothing about
Catholics. Why, therefore, does he always grumble
out something about Catholics to us ? Will he be so
good as to explain his object ?

We fear very much that we have not got as much
religion of any kind as we ought to have none in
fact to talk about to parade in the columns of a po-

litical and Commercial newspaper. We know, how-

ever, that the great essential is to do unto others as
would that others should do unto us to let every
man worship God just as he pleases -- to recognise to
the fullest extent his "lawful" rights, as a citizen ir-

respective of his creed, in accordance with the con-

stitution of the United States and of the State of
North Carolina. We shall neither attack nor defend

any religious denomination as such. We shall not

pretend to conceal our opposition to the Know Noth-

ing movement, in which we are simply acting in ac-

cordance with the principles and usage of the party
that swept the Alien and Sedition Laws from the
statute book, and placed Thomas Jefferson in the
Presidential Chair; in accordance with the feeling

which in the Constitutional Convention of North Car-

olina removed almost the last vestige of restriction
from the State. We make our opposition openly and
fairly as Democrats, because we believe it is right
and Democratic to do so. Our columns never have
contained and never will contain a word that would
sanction any secret banding together of any class of
citizens to oppose Know-iSothingis- The law on
ly recognises American citizens we address our
selves onlv to such and as such.

JBSFrom Mr. Whitaker we have Brother Jona-

than for the holidays, profusely and handsomely illus-

trated.
.Also, from the same, Tbe American Home Cook

Book, by an American Lady, profusely illustrated
with engravings. Price 25 cents.

Also "Laughing Gas" an Enaqclopedia of Wit
Wisdom and Wind, by Sam Slick, Jr., illustrated with
one hundred comic cats, 25 cents.

Also, the Misteries and Miseries of San Francisco,
by a Californiari. Price 50 cents.

Also, Number 1 , of Harper's Story Books for chil-

dren, 160 pages profusely illustrated and got np in
the style of neatness, usaaKwith Harper's publica-
tions. ' Price 25 cents. v

tleton.
TUe Alalia.

We understand that a special agent of the Post
Office Department has reported to the Postmaster
General the impracticability of obtaining suitable
steamboats by the 1st of January for the conveyance
of the great Northern and Western Mails between
Wilmington and Charleston and between Charleston
and Wilminiton. We also undertand that as to the
conveyance of the mails between this city and the in-

terior of the State and points connecting therewith,
the. best practicable

.
provision

l i
will

.
be

e
made

--.I k
by

.

spec- -
-

I agents wno are now on tne .potior tna purpose ,

ingihe great mails between Kingsville, Columbia and
Augusta, to take effect on the 1st inst.

The arrangements seem somewhat unsatisfactory,
but we have heard a rumor whether correct or not
we cannot say-t- o the effect that the contractor with the
Post Office Department will make a sub-contra- with
the South Carolina R. R. Company, and thus every
body's honor will be saved, and the pubhe interests
suffer no inconvenience. This, we repeat is a mere
rumor, although we should not feel surprised were
it to prove true, as the contractor certainly could
make more money by paying the Rail Road Compa-
ny their demands than by using horse power to per-
form the services required. Charleston Courw.

Sad Occcrrence, Five little negroes, belonging
n t. r L J .U

those who are in tile employment ot others, wnen
thoy think of disobeying the instructions given to
them. N. C. Argus. !

!

Narrow Escape of the Steamship Washington, j

the night of the 14 th tilt as the U. S; steamer
Washington was proceeding along the British chan- -

nel, she was ran into by a brig under full sail, bor- -

Z with its bowsprit a hole as large as a man in
her left side, leaving therein the broken sphnters of

iherltow. Mrikii' airain. ner Droken nmoer nored.
in another part of the steamer, a second hole with
such a force, thai the whole bowsprit of the brig re
mained in the steamer. Happily, this damage in the
steamer was six feet above the water. A letter in
the N. Y. Tribune says:

.
011,1 imagine wnas nn excisemen, aeiz.

ea "Pon everyDoay. mu me omcen uiu noi rose

"""l"" " ' tZ kIJVuTfia" in ndil ;i- walch npap ..... Willi i,...of
P!Stols' to .s 1001 a,1J 8houlltl nT t0 eeife

the interior of the vessel the chief engineer directed
the necessary repairs, and by his orders the holes
were slopped with mattresses outside. The captain
himself.'suspended on ropes above ihe w:ater, worked
for four hours, until ihe woik was done. The brig
was lost sight of in the darkness of the night."

Finance of North Carolina. The State Treas- -

urer Gf North Carolina has iust made his report for
the iast two fiscal years, showing the receipts to
nave neen 6,ui t.los u ana tne aisoursements -
1 fiO SSi 3S. Thf rpinls fnr thi nnvt twn vpsrs nrp

t - - Ja-- . r nr... j .t. t.cnr.esiimaieu ui . o mu u.e expeiiuiiurea at
The State debt is set down now at $2-928.-

-

ca-- i ko t hi w,l h nnn tn 4oQ n'iiS fd7 Sd fhe, 0o0 ho to be
Weldon .nd GaSon Rai

i...i .i ,K v.., .. t-..- - ..l f c-o-n nnnnumi .uiu inc .icire niu emu ui (u.uvu
b,onds fur the Nt,rlh Sarol5na Ra?J,rciad-- . Atir. 1856
the Prent sources of revenue will be to

the wants of the treasury, and an increase of
taxation will be necessary if the North Carolina Rail.
rold 13 not coulldeted in time to enable it to earn
sufficient profits to make up the deficiency.

'
Important from Lurope. The Washington Star

publishes the followi ng extract of a letter from adis
tinguishcd Frenchman, dated Paris, November 20 :

"Lord Palmerston nnd Louis Napoleon have been
almost inseparable since the former alichted at the

'

The Navy Department. The Report of the Sec-- !
retary of the Navy is a document every way worthy
of the intelligent head of the Navy Department. For
years, tins orancn ot our Government has been in a
state of decay : but the vigorous mind of the Hon.
James C. Dobbin has imparted to it a life that it never
before possessed. Every subject calculated to im-
prove the condition of the Navy, is presented in the
clearest and most forcible language, and the practi-
cal suggestions, with which the report abound?, gives
promise, if adopted, to render our naval arm equal
to the most efficient. Our want of space to day pre
cludes a more lengthened notice at present, but we
6hau reler to the subject again, and express our
views more fully. In the meantime, we invite an
tte ntive perusal of the synopsis we publish this
morning. Pennsylvania!!.

The Jenmng's Estate The Richmond Whig
publishes the following extiacts from a letter receiv"
ed fr m an intelligent Virginian in England, dated
Oct. 24, 1854:

klI cannot find the Will of Old Jennens for the
reason that Lord Beauchamp has lost it where he
could not find it now. He administered the estate as
next of kin. Earl Howe taking possession of Acton
Place as next heir, so that they cannot be reached
except a will be found later than that now nn rprnrrl

j which would show special devises and bequests to
juui ani-cokuia- , ui some oiuer ciaimanc.

"If the will was found, and if lapse of time did not
operate as an effectual bar to recovery, what next ?

(1.) It would take a mint of money, and many years,
to oust Lord Howe, and the Beauchamps have squan-
dered away the money. (2 ) A deeper fraud was
never practised or planned than this clairr. It has
ruined many claimants, and will ruin many more.
I would not touch it, for I was cautioned about it
on my arrival, by friends, and I took their advice
Thousands of indigent knaves, who practice law in
London, would starve but for the harvest they reap
from the investigation ofsuch claims ; and they simu-
late injury and excite false hopes by newspaper pub-
lications and letters ucr causa with the fall
knowledge that never a dollar could by possibility be
recovered. 'Tis a thing almost unknown to recoveiclaims of this character."

In Bridgeport, Barnum's residing place, it appears
from the report of the agent appointed by the town
to dispose of spiritoui liquors, that in three months
his sales amounted to four thousand, seven hundred
and eighteen gallons, of which one was for mechani-
cal, three for sacramental, eight for manufacturing,
and four thousand six hundred and twenty-on- e for
medicinal purposes. And this in a little place con-
taining only seven thousand five hundred and sixty
inhabitants. ;, Fortunately the liquor proved a rery
efficacious remedy in most of the cases, as the deaths
daring tbis period have been cocaparatiyelj few.

.

amon" them a bill to authorize the counties of Craven, !

Sampson, etc., to pay the Wardens of the Poor A j

bill to emancipate Jerry, a !ave. A bill to an' horize
the Raleigh and Gaston Road to take stock in the
Roanoke Valley Railroad.

In the House of commons nn the 18th Mr. Love
moved to spread the minority rtjort of Mr. Vance in i

relation to the distribution of the School Fund ac- -

cordin to the White Basis on the Journal. Some
aiibing as to whether it was customarv.the j

speaker said he would examine the Journals, and the j

was dropped for the piesent. i

Mr Patterson introduced a bill incorporating the
Atlantic, Ohio and Tennessee Railroad Company I

which was read the first time. j

Mr. Barringer introduced a resolution instructing j

the Committee on Finance to enquire into ;he pro- -

priety of a bve-la- w to provide for a regular appropri-- !

Utinn hill-nn- d nuhlication of the receints and exnen- -

jditures of the State Government Adopted. j

Two message were received from the acting Gov- - i

rnor ; one transmitting a nepori or me i reasurer oi

KSrEiS
, ' inf()rmi()g

.
th:it no 6pecinc contract had ever j

!

An'enI;rog8ed resolulion was recei ved from the Sen- - i

ate, authorizing the State Treasurer to pay over to j

thp Treasurer nf thft IVnrth Carolina Railroad Comna- -

ny .e ba!ance of the State's subscription to that work,
Tho resolution passed its first and second reading

A bill giving widows one-hal- f of the estate in case
of the husband's dying without making a will and

.w, -
A resolution was submitted bv Mr. Shenperd, au i

thorizing the Public Treasurer to borrow $100,000 to
meet......any demand that may be outstanding

.
against j

i r at t i
tne tac1 ana on mouon or ;ir. j. kj. nynum, o a -

mended as to call upon the Public Trea,urer to sub -
-

mit an omciai siatement in
why the demand is made the condition of the
Treasury etc.

United States Co:igrt-ss-.

Washington, December 19, 1854.
Senate. Mr. Cess addressed the Senate on Mr.

Underwood's resolutians, and eulogised Napoleon 1st
for his toleration of reformers and other sects. The i

resident transrmtied to the enate tne correspon -

ue ' ' 'V , uaiununopie,j
vvilli 1 r 1?,,ft'

House, Mr. Phelps reported a bill from the com- -
c i r .i - imii.ipp nr wnvs h i mpans. inr iiir ivuvn. nnnrntiria." r n Vnn r. p p I a 1 II n Jh J USti .ir. iasivie maae some lemaiRs on trie j

hill lo of small notes in the
District JfPCo1mbia.

. .
LianK Ii,Clll'l)lClll III V nsnittroii. f

Washington, Dec. 19. There ia much excitement :

in monied circles to-da- y, growing out of the recent j

statement made by the trustees of ihe Exchange i

Bank of Selden, Withers & Co. The statement shows
that the individual members of the firm are the lar- - i

gCst; debtors. j

The notes of the bank were selling yesterday at a.
discount of ten per cent. Today they are bought
by the brokers at a discount of 40 per cent. j

! Naturalization Laws important Oecuion. j

Poughkepsie, Dec. 16. Judge Dean, of the Su- -

nreme Court of the State of New Yoik. has fnrhiHrUn I

zenship is a judicial act. requiring examination by the
Court. ;

The Expected Steamers. j

New York, Dec. 19, 10 o clock, P. M. Up to
this hour we have no intelligence of the steamer
Washington, due at this port from Southampton, with
dates to tbe 6th ; or of the steamer Sarah Sands, due
at Portland, Maine, with dates to the 5th. The lat-
ter is 14 days out, and the former 13. The steamer
expected at Halifax is out 10 days, and may be looked
for but will very likely not arrive before
Thursday.

Fire in Philadelphia
Philadelphia, Dec. 19. A fire broke out, at 3

o'clock this morning, in the workshop of the new
House of Refuge. The building and contents were
destroyed. The Joss is estimated at $30,000, and is
covered by insurance. It is supposed the building
was set on fire. One of the boys, confined for some
offence, made his escape during the fire.

Western Pork Trade.
Cincinnati, Dec. 19. Hos have advanced to $4

50 a $4 75. Receipts up to this date 225,000, against
200,000 head last year. Eastern exchanged has ad-
vanced to 21. The river has a depth of 3 feet. The
weather is cold.

Disturbance between the Allies.
New York, Dec. 19. A very decided snlit has ta.

ken place between the Know-Nothin- gs and the Whigs.
The Whigs, in some of the Wards, have held primary
meetings and nominated separate tickets for the mi-
nor city offices.

Convicted or Forging Land Warrants.
New Orleans, Dec. 19 W. H. Wilder, a filibus-

ter and Lopez sympathiser, has been convicted of
forging Land Warrants.

The Providence Failure.
Providence, R. I., Dec. 18. The liabilities of

Messrs. Hill, Carpenter & Co., It is now ascertained
will reach fully 81,500.000.

In England and the United States tbe thermome-
ters are mostly on Fahrenheit's scale, which makes
180 degrees between freezing and boiling. But at
the early period when the scale was formed, it was
supposed that the lowest possible temperature was
that produced by mixing snow and fine salt. Fah-
renheit, therefore, plunged his bulb into the mixture
when the mercury sunk below tbe freezing point 32-180t- hs

of the distance between that ana the boiling
point. This lowest point was therefore marked aszero, and beginning to count upwards frorn this, ona scale of equal parts, freezing became 32, and boil-
ing one hnndred and eighty higher, or 2.12

gF A locomotive blew
and .Rail Road on Friday last, and killedthree xsen. ".

The Mails. i the clerk of the court to take proofs of citizenship i Hotel Windsor Their interviews have resulted in
The Charleston Courier, of the 19th, says that the and grant naturalization papers. He directs that ap- -' a decision to unfurl the standard of Polish, Hunga-rumo- r,

previously mentioned by it, to the effect that j plicants shall apply to the court; and to-da- after j ian and Italian nationality, if Prussia and Austria
the contractor with the Post-offic- e department was ""g proofs in several cases, the applicants were j hesitate longer to declare unequivocally against th

i rejected. Czar. The probability is that neither the one nor theabout to make sub-oontra- ct with the South Caro- -a j JThe Judge has given a written opinion, holding other will content to do this, in which case all Eu-lin- a

Railroad Company, to carry the Southern and j that the admission of an alien to the riehts of citi-- 1 rope will be in arms before Sprine."
Western mails, proves, on enquiry, to be somewhat
incorrect, inasmuch as such sub-contrac- t, although
made, had been decided to be inadmissable by the De

partment The arrangement is to carry the mail daily
by stage, from Charleeton to Manchester, or King- -

ville, thence, of course, they will go North by the
Manchester Road, and South by stages to Augusta,
via Columbia. The mail to Savannah will be by the
boats; to the various points on the S. C. R. R , tri-

weekly by stages. Charleston is excited, and a meet-

ing is to be held ro ' rebuke the Cabinet." The con
tract with Mr. Douglas, the stage-owne- r, is for six
months from Jan. 1st.

The Proposed Changes in the Tariff. It is said
the probility is that the committee on ways and means
of the Houee of Representative, in the revision of the
tariff, will adopt the bill reported last summer by the
majority of the committee as a substitute for that j

submitted by the Secretary ef the Treasury. The
Washington correspondent of the Philadelphia Ameri-
can says :

The plan submitted by the Secretary of the Treas-
ury divides the dutiable imports into two schedules,
li able to 100 and 25 per cent, duty respectively. The
operations of this bill, as illustrated by estimates bas-
ed on the importations of 1852 '3, would be as fol-

lows :

For 1 year. Avr'ge of6yrs.
A 100 per cent, amount of du--

ties. $ 3,SZ7,79S f 2,542,039
At 25 percent. 43,881,522 31,100,978

47.709.320 $33,643,817
The corresponding results of the bill reported by the com'

tnittee would be
At 100 percent $ 3,827,793 $ 2.542,039

20 34,666,437 24,475,181
15 3,909,178 2,100,144
10 1,227,993 681,882

5 822,673 533,764

14,757,011 130,333,311
The present tariff produces

One Year. Avr'cre for 6 vrs.
At 100 per eent $ 3,827,793 $ 2,542,000
At 40, 30, 25, 20, 15, 10 and 5

per cent 54,254,592 38,367,679

$58,072,390 $10,907,713.

The Kansas Delegate. Gen. J. W. Whitefield,
who has just been elected a delegate to Congress
from Kansas, commanded a regiment from Tennes-
see in the Mexican war, served two terms in the
Tennessee Legislature, and was appointed by Presi-
dent Pierce an agent to the Indian tribes in Nebraska
and Kansas. . He is said to be a man of great energy
of character and strong natural abilities, and in bis
late canvass maintained tbe doctrine of popular elf.

- 'government.
now in my pocuci
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